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Minutes of the October 14, 2020 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

JCARR Rules Review Committee 

 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 
 
9:30 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s JCARR Rules Review 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act that permits 
members of public bodies to hold and attend meetings by means of electronic technology.  The 
provision was enacted by the Ohio General Assembly through Substitute House Bill 197 in March 
2020. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Nurre 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson Edward C. Nurre, Jr. called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Jon W. Rettig, Sr., William C. Wappner 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance was Melissa Sullivan of Ohio Funeral Directors 
Association.  
 
Also, in attendance were Board Member Amanda E. Crates and Board Counselor Christie 
Limbert. 
 
Mr. Nurre welcomed all to the committee meeting.   
 
Mr. Nurre announced that there were no meeting minutes for the committee to consider during 
this meeting. 
 
Mr. Nurre summarized the efforts by his committee and the Ohio Board of Embalmers and 
Funeral Directors over past months to amend portions of Chapter 4717. of the Ohio 
Administrative Code.  He reminded all that amendments were proposed to aid in relieving some 
burden on licensees in maintaining compliance with the Board’s continuing education 
requirements, particularly obtaining in-person hours during the current national COVID-19 
pandemic.  Mr. Nurre stated that the Ohio Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) met 
on September 21, 2020 to consider the Board’s proposed amendments. He asked Executive 
Director of the Board Cheryl Grossman to offer an update. 
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Ms. Grossman confirmed that JCARR convened for its September 21st meeting and the Board’s proposed 
amendments were included in their meeting agenda.  She was pleased to report that the Committee decided the 
Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors satisfied the requirements of its rule-making authority.  Ms. 
Grossman stated that the effective date for the amended rules is still expected to be October 15, 2020. 
 
William Wappner asked committee members for their opinion about effectuating the new amendments during 
committee or making a recommendation to the Board for approval at the upcoming board meeting.  Committee 
Chairperson Edward Nurre responded by stating his preference to make a recommendation to the Board.  Jon 
Rettig shared that he was in favor of acting on the new amendments as soon as possible to get licensees the help 
they deserved. 
 
Mr. Wappner asked committee members for their opinion if the new amendments should apply to the required 
in-person hours and the crematory operator certification course.  Mr. Rettig asked for clarification about the 
crematory operator certification course.  Mr. Wappner explained that one of the new amendments would allow 
the Board to extend the validity of a crematory operator’s certification in crematory operation earned from 
providers such as Cremation Association of North America and the International Cemetery, Cremation & Funeral 
Association, to name a few.  He added that since the new crematory operator permit issued by the Board began as 
recently as January 2019, most holders of the permit – and new applicants – likely have a current certificate, as 
they are typically valid for five years from issuance.  Mr. Wappner followed up with questioning if an extension 
was needed.  Mr. Rettig responded that he did not believe an extension would be necessary.  Edward Nurre 
agreed with Mr. Rettig’s comment.  There was discussion among committee members about applying the new 
amendments. 

 
William Wappner moved for the Committee to recommend to the Board its approval of effectuating the new 
amendment that allows the Board to declare that it is a hardship to obtain in-person hours due to the current 
State of Emergency as declared by the Governor, and therefore the Board exempts the in-person, face-to-face 
requirement for the compliance period during which the state of emergency is declared. The motion was 
seconded by Jon Rettig.  All committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 3/0. 
 
There was discussion among the committee members about additional rules affected by restrictions related to the 
current pandemic.    
 
Mr. Nurre questioned aloud if his committee should consider changes to the Board’s rules regarding the random 
continuing education audit at this time.  Jarrod Williams responded that the Board could file amendments to the 
continuing education audit at the same time as its amendments to webinar continuing education.  Mr. Rettig 
reminded that there were at least three areas the committee wanted to consider amending the Board’s rules: 
webinar continuing education courses, random continuing education audit, and continuing education certificates.  
He added that filing one package of amended rules with JCARR would be ideal, but more time was needed to learn 
what eLicense can do about collecting continuing education certificates of completion.  And unfortunately, right 
now, there is little known about the capability and cost to the Board.  Mr. Rettig stated that Board is trying to be 
fair and as lenient as possible given the current circumstances. 
 
There was discussion among the committee members about waiting to file rule amendments with JCARR.  There 
was a consensus to not wait for all fixes and file the amendments to webinar continuing education first. 
 
Mr. Nurre asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 
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Jon Rettig moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by William Wappner.  All 
committee members voted “YES”.  Motion carried 3/0. 
 
October 14, 2020 meeting of the JCARR Rules Review Committee adjourned at 9:58 a.m. 

 

 


